LIFE IN ROMAN AFRICA            19
held  when  they  were   sealed  with  a   score   of ponderous oaths?    Was it lawful to bathe with the pagans on their feast-days ?     What should they drink, when each well had a tutelary deity, and was tainted periodically with sacrifices to the generous giver of water ?    What should they eat, when every butcher's store, every vineyard, had been blessed by sending a tithe to the temples ? For Augustine himself in those early days the influence must have been irresistible.    In some barnlike   basilica   he   would   meet   his   fellow-Christians, and listen to the unlettered discourse, and follow  the  unstimulating  service;   for  the catechumen was excluded from taking part in so much of ritual as the Church had already adopted. Then he would go forth, and pass the doors of the temples, and drink in the sweet odour of incense and flowers, and the sound of music and singing ; and mark the radiant faces and happy freedom of the outpouring worshippers; or share the intoxication of the religious processions.
When Augustine was recalled to Thagaste in his sixteenth year we can discern a change. There is an interior source of this, which will be examined presently ; the long and loud iteration, on every note of the captivating eloquencends of the
